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NT 520DL 
NEW TESTAMENT INTRODUCTION 
Fall 2004 
Thursdays, 2:30-5:15 PM 
 
GARWOOD P. ANDERSON, PH.D. 
 ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
Asbury Theological Seminary 
8401 Valencia College Lane  ▪  Orlando, FL  32825 
Office: (407) 482-7645 ▪  Home: (407) 366-4511  
garwood_anderson@asburyseminary.edu 
Office Hours: Thursdays 9:00-12:00 AM 
 
1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
1.1 Catalog Description 
An introduction to (1) the literature of the New Testament in its socio-historical, literary and canonical contexts; and (2) 
critical study of the New Testament. 
1.2  Learning Objectives for Students.  Having completed this course, students should be able 
1.2.1 to give a broad account of the content of the individual New Testament writings and identify resources for 
further study of these writings; 
1.2.2 to articulate the social and historical background out of which the New Testament arose; 
1.2.3 to articulate how one’s beliefs about Scripture impinge on how one engages biblical texts in interpretation; 
1.2.4 to identify a range of questions (e.g., historical, literary, canonical) that might be addressed to particular New 
Testament texts and explore those questions in the process of interpreting particular New Testament texts 
1.2.5 to identify significant, critical resources for New Testament study and deploy those sources critically in New 
Testament study; 
1.2.6 to probe the interplay of theology and ethics in the various New Testament writers; 
1.2.7 to demonstrate awareness of the significance of the original languages for understanding and interpreting the 
New Testament; and 
1.2.8 to integrate these concerns and methodologies in a sound hermeneutical method. 
2. COURSE MATERIALS AND TEXTS 
2.1 Required Course Texts 
deSilva, David A.  An Introduction to the New Testament: Contexts, Methods and Ministry Formation.  Downers 
Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity, 2004  [hereafter abbreviated INT]. 
Longenecker, Bruce W. The Lost Letters of Pergamum.  Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker, 2003 [hereafter abbreviated 
LLP]. 
Wright, Christopher J. H. Knowing Jesus through the Old Testament.  Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity, 1992 
[hereafter abbreviated KJOT]. 
2.2 Recommended, Optional Reading 
Patzia, Arthur G. The Making of the New Testament: Origin, Collection, Text and Canon.  Downers Grove, Ill.: 
InterVarsity, 1995 [hereafter abbreviated MNT]. 
Patzia, Arthur G. and Anthony J. Petrotta.  Pocket Dictionary of Biblical Studies.  Downers Grove, Ill.: 
InterVarsity, 2004. 
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2.3 Biblical Texts 
2.3.1 Assumed:   It is assumed that students have access to at least two contemporary translations of the Bible, 
preferably the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), Revised Standard Version (RSV), New International 
Version (NIV), English Standard Version (ESV), or New American Standard (NAS).   The Living Bible, New 
Living Translation, The Message, the King James, and New King James, whatever their other merits, do not well 
serve the objectives of this course. 
2.3.2 Recommended:  Meeks, Wayne A. et al., eds. The HarperCollins Study Bible, New Revised Standard Version with 
Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical Books.  New York: HarperCollins, 1993. 
2.4 Recommended Supplemental Texts 
2.4.1 Representative and Complementary New Testament Introductions (comparable in scope and function 
to INT above) 
2.4.1.1 Conservative and Evangelical (i.e., uniformly high estimation of historicity and authenticity): 
Carson, Donald A., Douglas J. Moo and Leon Morris.  An Introduction to the New Testament.  Grand Rapids, Mich.: 
Zondervan, 1992. 
Guthrie, Donald. New Testament Introduction.  4th ed.  Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1990. 
 
2.4.1.2 Moderate and Critical (varied estimation of historicity and authenticity): 
Brown, Raymond E.  An Introduction to the New Testament.  New York: Doubleday, 1997. 
Childs, Brevard.  New Testament as Canon: An Introduction.  Minneapolis: Fortress, 1984. 
Ehrman, Bart D.  The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings.  2d ed.  New York: 
Oxford, 2000. 
Johnson, Luke Timothy.  The Writings of the New Testament: An Interpretation.  2d ed.  Minneapolis: Fortress, 1999. 
Koester, Helmut.  Introduction to the New Testament, Volume 2:  History and Literature of Early Christianity.  2d ed.  New 
York: de Gruyter, 2000. 
Kümmel, Werner Georg.  Introduction to the New Testament.  Rev. Eng. ed. of 17th ed. of Elinleitung in das Neue 
Testament.  Translated by Howard C. Kee.  Nashville: Abingdon, 1975. 
Moule, C. F. D. The Birth of the New Testament.  3d. ed.  London: Black, 1981. 
 
2.4.2 Recommended Supplemental Reference Works 
Evans, Craig A., and Stanley E. Porter, eds. Dictionary of New Testament Background. Downers Grove, Ill.: 
InterVarsity, 2000. 
Green, Joel B., and Scot McKnight, eds. Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels. Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity, 1992. 
Martin, Ralph P., Gerald Hawthorne, and Daniel G. Reid, eds. Dictionary of Paul and His Letters. Downers Grove, 
Ill.: InterVarsity, 1993. 
Martin, Ralph P., and Peter H. Davids, eds. Dictionary of the Later New Testament and Its Developments. Downers 
Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity, 1997. 
Freedman, David N., ed. Anchor Bible Dictionary. 6 vols. New York: Doubleday, 1992. 
 
Note: These four dictionaries are bundled together with other reference works from InterVarsity Press in The 
Essential IVP Reference Collection: The Complete Electronic Bible Reference Library.   More importantly, all of the above are 
available through Asbury’s Prolepsis database, available through FirstClass/Orlando or Wilmore 
Campus/Resources/Prolepsis.   
  
All of the above will be on reserve in the library except for those shelved in the Reference section (which should 
not leave the library, in any case).  
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3. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
3.1 Required Reading and Reports (10%) 
3.1.1 The total reading comes to about 1,200 pages of moderate difficulty.  Students will read weekly the assigned 
portions of the three texts (INT, LLP, KJOT) as well as the NT itself.  Careful reading will be integral to 
preparation for the final exam and for the NT Intro Notebook.   
3.1.2 For both Knowing Jesus through the Old Testament and The Lost Letters of Pergamum students will post reflection 
essays in FirstClass on the course discussion site in the team folders.  These will be brief personal reflections 
on the books (600-1,000 words).  These are not “book reviews”; and they should not include any summary 
of the book’s contents.  For each essay the student will answer two kinds of questions:  (1) How did you 
benefit from reading this book?  That is, what did you learn from or enjoy about the book?  (2) What 
questions, loose ends, or disagreements are you left with that might motivate further study?  The grade for 
both will be full points if the assignment is completed as described on time (9/20/04, 12/6/04, 
respectively). 
3.2 Final Essay Exam (30%) 
At exactly 2:30 PM on December 16, I will post ten short-answer and three long-answer questions in the Course 
Center selected from the terms and study questions found in the course study guide (see attached).  Students will 
answer eight of the ten short- and two of the three long-answer questions within a two-hour time limit and return 
their completed exams by email to NT520-DL-GA Office.  Students may use any resources they wish in order to answer the 
questions—Bibles, textbooks, notes, and electronic resources.  In fact, students may even cut and paste their own pre-written 
answers and submit them.  If you spend the semester preparing for this exam—and I recommend that you do exactly 
that—you are more than welcome to finish it in ten minutes!  The only thing that is strictly forbidden is any form of 
plagiarism.  Any detected instances of plagiarism will result in 0% for the entire exam.   
3.3 NT Intro Notebook (30%).   
For each book of the NT students will prepare an introductory outline (we will combine Luke-Acts, and 1-3 John so 
there will be 24 entries).  The format will include brief discussions of the following: 
3.3.1 Authorship:  who wrote the document?  If this is disputed or unknown, discuss briefly, including a 
summary of the primary arguments. 
3.3.2 Date:  when was the document was written?  How certain is the dating?  If this is disputed or unknown, 
discuss briefly. 
3.3.3 Provenance and destination:  Whence was the document written and to whom?  Are these clear, disputed, 
or unknown? 
3.3.4 Rhetorical occasion or historical background:  What circumstances occasioned the document?  Be as specific 
as the text allows (make specific references to evidence in the text).\ 
3.3.5 Outline of the contents.  Preferably not more than two levels of subordination: major divisions (maybe 2 to 
5 per book), under which include major subdivisions.  Do not give a paragraph by paragraph outline.  This 
part of the entry should never take up to more than half a page, that is, large books will need to be outlined in large 
scale.    
3.3.6 Predominant themes and application.  In a couple of paragraphs reflect on the major themes found in this 
book and on the specific value and relevance of each text for Christians and their communities in the 21st 
century.  
3.3.7 Any important special issues not covered above.  For example, is there a major text-critical question in this 
text?  Was its reception into the canon disputed?    
 
The course textbooks (esp. INT [and MNT]) will be adequate for this assignment, but students may also make use 
of some of the recommended resources to the extent that time, interest and motivation allow.  No single outline 
should exceed three pages, and some of the shorter texts will be adequately served by a single page.  I expect that 
around two pages per NT book will be the average.  Note well: this is to be your work informed primarily by your 
own reading of the NT text and supplemented by secondary sources.  Any evidence of direct borrowing from 
secondary sources—that is, plagiarism—will result in a 0% grade for the entire assignment.  For example a wholesale 
Garwood P. Anderson ▪ NT 520 ▪  Page 4 of 9 
cutting and pasting or copying of another scholar’s outline of, say, Romans would be grounds for 0% on the entire 
notebook assignment. 
   
The “notebook” should be formatted and submitted as follows: 
• a single word processing file  
• each outline starting on a new page that is clearly titled (use hard page break [Ctrl + Enter]), 
• single-spaced with 12 point standard font,  
• 1 inch margins all around.  
• Attach file to an email sent to the Course Office. 
• The notebook will be turned in by means of three installments (for due dates see the course 
schedule): 
1. Matthew – Acts,  
2. Pauline Letters,  
3. Hebrews – Revelation. 
Grading.  This assignment will be graded as follows:  I will scan the whole installment to assess the general quality of 
engagement, and I will select two books from each installment to read closely in order determine the grade. 
3.4 Critical and Interpretive Exercises (30%) 
Students will engage in at least three of the following four exercises that will require a hands-on engagement with 
various NT methods.   The highest three grades will count toward the final grade.  This means students may skip 
one of the assignments with no penalty (assignment #2 is required by all); however, absolutely no late assignments 
will be accepted.  General Instructions:  Please keep your papers to no more than three pages single-spaced.  An 
introduction is not necessary, nor is a title page.  Conclusions should be brief and merely summarize.  For each 
assignment there will be a separate handout with more specific instructions. 
3.4.1 #1 A Synoptic Exercise: Matt 19:16-30//Mark 10:17-31//Luke 18:18-30.  We will be comparing three 
accounts of the same story in the gospels. 
3.4.2 #2 An Exercise Behind, In, and In Front of the Text: Acts 15.  Working cooperatively in six-person teams 
on FirstClass, we will consider this significant chapter of Acts from historical-critical (behind the text), 
narrative-critical (in the text), and reader-oriented (in front of the text) perspectives.  This will illustrate 
differences of approach. 
3.4.3 #3 An Exercise of Historical Imagination:  In this assignment you will be using your imagination to 
consider what might have been the position of "the other side" in the Judaizing controversy that Paul 
engages so vigorously in Galatians 3:6-29. 
3.4.4 #4 An Exercise in Contexts:  1 Peter 3:1-7.  We will be looking at this passage in light of its first-century 
context and with a critical eye toward our own interpretive contexts in the twenty-first century. 
4. GRADING  
4.1 Summary 
4.1.1 Reflection Essays on KJOT, LLP, 10% 
4.1.2 Final Essay Exam, 30% 
4.1.3 NT Intro Notebook, 30%  
4.1.4 Critical and Interpretive Exercises, 30% 
4.2 Scale (descriptions from ATS Catalogue, 28) 
94-100 = A “Exceptional work: surpassing, markedly outstanding achievement of course objectives” 
92-94 = A- 
90-92 = B+ 
86-90 = B “Good work: strong, significant achievement of course objectives” 
84-86 = B- 
82-84 = C+ 
77-82 = C “Acceptable work: basic, essential achievement of course objectives” 
75-77 = C-  
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73-75 = D+ 
70-73 = D “Marginal work: inadequate, minimal achievement of course objectives” 
<70 = F “Unacceptable work: failure to achieve course objectives” 
5. COURSE PROTOCOL AND POLICIES 
5.1 Attendance    
Regular attendance and participation is a basic expectation.  Students are allowed to miss up to a total of two class 
sessions with no penalty, but there are no “excused absences.”  Four percentage points (4%) from the total course 
grade will be subtracted with each additional session missed; two percent (2%) for partial absence (arriving late, 
leaving early).  Note that 4% will usually result in a drop of two grade increments (e.g., A- to B).  Students are 
accountable for material missed, class announcements, etc. for the weeks missed.  It is the student’s responsibility to 
make advance arrangements with fellow students or the professor to access missed material.  Students who attend 
the full duration of every class session will have 2% extra credit added to their total course grade, enough in many 
cases to bump the grade a partial increment (see grading scale).    
5.2 FirstClass Bulletin Board and Course Center 
5.2.1 Participation in FirstClass is expected for this class.  Students are responsible for information and class 
announcements posted on FirstClass.  All Asbury students have a FirstClass account.  See the Library for 
instructions regarding installing the software on your computer; students may also access FirstClass from the 
computers in the library. 
5.2.2 All PowerPoint slides and class handouts will be uploaded as files into the Course Center by 5 PM Wednesday 
evening before the next day’s class for the students’ review.  Many students like to print the PowerPoint slides in 
advance of class for note-taking purposes.   
5.2.3 Students are strongly encouraged to ask any questions and to raise any concerns they have about the course in 
the course forum, whether it be about the meaning of something you are reading, the syllabus, a problem with an 
assignment, a request for resources, etc.  Your question, and hopefully my answer ☺, may well benefit others 
beside yourself.  For that reason, unless the nature of your inquiry is expressly private, please post it on the 
course bulletin board rather than sending me a private email.  
5.2.4 For Assignment #2 and the KJOT and LLP reflections, students will be working together in teams, reading 
one another’s posts and interacting with the material. 
5.3 Assignments 
5.3.1 Assignment are due by the end of class on the due date; the only exception is the .  Late work is accepted at any 
time during the course of the semester although it will receive only 70% of the credit earned. 
5.3.2 All assignments must be word-processed (not handwritten), single-spaced, with standard 12 pt. fonts. 
5.3.3 Title pages are not necessary, but do put your name and SPO# on the assignment.  Bibliographies are not 
necessary, provided students give full citation in foot/endnotes. 
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6. COURSE SCHEDULE  
DATE TOPICS AND TEXTS 
ASSIGNMENTS, 
QUIZZES, AND EXAMS 
READING 
Week 1 
9/9/03 
Introductions: Personal, Course 
Approaching the Study of the New Testament 
The New Testament Canon 
*** 
INT 19-36 
[MNT 102-111, 19-34] 
Week 2 
9/16/03 
Second Temple Judaism 
Cultural Scripts of the 1st Century 
*** 
KJOT 1st half 
INT 37-144 
[MNT 1-18] 
Week 3 
9/23/03 
Quests for the Historical Jesus 
The Message and Mission of Jesus  
(through the Eyes of John the Baptist) 
Knowing Jesus Reflection, 
(post online by 9/20) 
KJOT 2nd half 
INT 145-93 
Week 4 
9/30/03 
Introduction to Biblical Criticisms 
The Synoptic Problem 
Assignment #1: 
Synoptic Exercise 
[MNT 35-67] 
Week 5 
10/7/03 
MARK (1:39-45) 
Textual Criticism 
MATTHEW (5:17-48) 
Intertextuality 
*** 
INT 194-297 
[MNT 112-49] 
Week 6 
10/14/03 
LUKE (14:1-24) Parables 
ACTS:  Narrativity and Normativity 
Assignment #2: 
Behind, In, In Front Of 
Acts 15 
INT 298-390 
Week 7 
10/21/03 
The Historical Paul: Paul according to Paul; What 
have they been saying about Paul? 
Letters in the Ancient World and in the NT 
NT Intro Notebook:  
1st Installment 
INT 475-92, 500-501; 518-19 
[MNT 68-89] 
Week 8 
10/28/03 
THESSALONIAN CORRESPONDENCE  
(1 Thess 1:1-10) 
GALATIANS (3:1-29) 
Assignment #3: 
Galatian Opponents 
INT 493-554 
Week 9 
11/4/03 
CORINTHIAN CORRESPONDENCE (1 Cor 
7:1-40) 
ROMANS (Chaps 14-15) 
*** INT 555-639 
Week 10 
11/11/03 
CAPTIVITY EPISTLES:  Philippians (2:1-11), 
Colossians (1:15-20), Philemon, Ephesians 
*** INT 640-732 
Week 11 
11/18/03 
PASTORAL EPISTLES: 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, 
Titus (2:1-15) 
HEBREWS (2:5-18) 
NT Intro Notebook:  
2nd Installment 
 
 
INT 733-813 
 
11/25/03 Reading Week: No Class 
Week 12 
12/2/03 
JAMES (2:14-26), 1 PETER (3:1-7), 
 2 PETER, JUDE 
Assignment #4:  
Exercise in Contexts 
INT 814-84 
[MNT 90-101] 
Week 13 
12/9/03 
JOHANINE WRITINGS: John (1:1-18), 1-3 John 
REVELATION (Chaps 17-18) 
Concluding Hermeneutical Postscript 
Lost Letters Reflection  
(post online by 12/6) 
NT Intro Notebook:  
3rd Installment 
 
INT 391-474, 885-932 
LLP (complete) 
Finals 
Week 
12/16/03 
Final Essay Exam: 
Email sent at 2:30 PM, 12/16/04 
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